God’s Glorious Church: The COMMITMENT of Christ’s People
Heb. 10:19-25
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 5/3/26)

	Today’s lesson is about God and US, not merely God and ME. We Christians live a shared life. It is fundamentally a “we” thing, not just a “me” thing. Is your Christian walk about giving as well as receiving? Today we will examine who we are as the family of believers, what we have in Christ, and work at answering the question “How shall we then live?”
	The Book of Hebrews is all about the supremacy and the sufficiency of Christ. We know that the Old Covenant pointed to Christ and the New Covenant. The Book of Hebrews was written to brothers and sisters, united by Christ. Some of them had been tempted to go back to their Old Covenant ways due to pressure and persecution. It wasn’t easy. Hebrews 10 is a strong reminder of who we are in Christ. The author reminds us that we have access to the Father through Christ’s shed blood. God is not distant nor disinterested. He welcomes us into His presence and into His family because we have been united with His Son.
	What has Jesus accomplished for us? When the veil was torn in two, Jesus gave us eternal access to the Father. Jesus is the ONLY way to God (John 14:6): to be right with God you don’t need a system… you need a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is made of people unified by faith in Christ, those who are made right with God through Jesus’ death and resurrection.
	How shall we then live? We are to draw near to God by faith in Jesus. We are to repent and receive the cleansing work of Jesus. Then we are to follow Him with all we’ve got. We need to abide in His word (John 8:31-32; John 15:5) The “you” in these verses is plural. Jesus is saying “y’all”, meaning “the church.” We personally and corporately draw near and abide. Christians help each other draw near with mutual encouragement, building each other up, stimulating one another to good deeds, and giving and receiving through the giftedness God has given.
	We are to hold fast to our calling. This hope is not a maybe… it’s a certainty! It’s a done deal (John 3:16). It’s for now as well as later. One day our battle with this ever-present sin will be over! We need to remind each other of God’s iron-clad promises. Church, encourage one another to keep trusting in Christ and intentionally living for Him. Left alone, our grip weakens (tug-of-war). Left alone, our ember grows cold (campfire). WE WERE MADE TO ENCOURAGE (Heb. 3:12-14)! Who needs to hear encouragement from YOU this week?
	We are to consider. Consider means to direct your mental energy and your spiritual direction to what matters most. Be considerate, thoughtful, deliberate. Yes, this takes time, but this is what we are commanded to do. Encourage others in their love for God and stimulate others in their love for each other. Live in such a way that in every encounter you draw people closer to Jesus. Christians actively pursue one another’s growth in Christ.
	We are strengthened when we assemble together regularly. Church isn’t just a time to gather… it’s a time to minister to one another. You do regular maintenance on your car, don’t you? Shouldn’t you be doing regular spiritual maintenance on YOU? God has designed us for relationships. There is no such thing as a “lone wolf” Christian. We should cultivate the good habit of being with God’s people and loving them and helping them to be more Christlike. What happens when we assemble together on Sundays or in our small groups? It’s a time to be “other-focused.” It’s a time to encourage others to hold fast to Christ. It’s a time to build others up in their faith. It’s a time of mutual edification.
	Finally, this passage ends with a reminder that the Day draws near. Jesus is coming again to receive us, to judge the unrepentant, to reward, to take His bride (the church), and to usher in a new heaven and a new earth. This adds to the URGENCY to meet together. This is not just theory, folks. This is TRUTH. So, let’s live it out. Let us commit to one another intentionally, thoughtfully, and actively. WE ARE HIS PEOPLE!
QUESTIONS:
1) How is Jesus described in verses 19-21?
2) What commands are given to us in verses 22-25?
3) In what specific ways can YOU grow in meaningful, not merely casual, involvement in the body of Christ?
4) Most of us are not preachers. Give examples of how we “regular Christians” can help others (in the church and outside of the church) draw near to God.
5) Jesus already took care of the PENALTY of sin. The Holy Spirit is helping us now as we battle the POWER of sin (think of the wheat and the tares). One day soon we will be free from the PRESENCE of sin. Hallelujah! What other glorious truths should we be reminding each other on a regular basis?
6) Who needs your encouragement this week? Pastor Steve suggested e-mail, written notes, cards, texting, praying for them, joining a small group… What other ways could you connect this week?
7) Let’s face it, sometimes there are some people in the church that “rub you the wrong way.” How can this be a good thing?

“Standing on the Promises” (Carter)
 Standing on the promises of Christ, my King!
Through eternal ages let His praises ring.
"Glory in the highest!" I will shout and sing,
standing on the promises of God.
Refrain:
Standing, standing,
standing on the promises of God, my Savior;
standing, standing,
I’m standing on the promises of God.
 Standing on the promises of Christ, the Lord,
bound to Him eternally by love’s strong cord,
overcoming daily with the Spirit’s Sword,
standing on the promises of God. [Refrain]
