“God’s People in Exile: The King’s Speech”
Daniel 4:28-37
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 3/1/26)
 
	The Lord’s compassion toward sinners is shown by His patience, tenderness, longsuffering, and steadfast love (hesed) that never ceases. His compassion also includes mercy that is sometimes severe and surgical. God’s compassion for Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar was just such a severe mercy: a prolonged season of insanity and isolation from all that he once boasted in—until the king was finally humbled. God’s severe mercy is often what brings a sinner to repentance. God’s grace can conquer ANY heart. He will get rid of anything that detracts from HIS glory (Exod. 20:4-5). God humbles the proud and powerful to preserve His people.
	As we learned last week, Neb. had had another dream, this one about a tree whose canopy was so vast that it covered all people on the earth. Then the tree was cut down, with only the stump preserved. Daniel interpreted the dream and urged the king to repent (4:27). A 
year went by, where Neb. could have heeded the warning, but he still did not repent. Why not?
	What words reveal the root of Neb.’s pride in 4:30? His was the arrogance of self-adoration… pride on steroids! Pride always demotes God and others as it attempts to elevate self. Pride thinks it can live well separately from a life of obedience to God. We are all born with pride as part of our sin nature. There is no such thing as a self-made man. All of the good that we have and do is a gift from God, often through other humans. Apart from God’s favorable providence, Neb. would be NOTHING! But Neb. wasted a whole year, mistaking God’s patience for God’s permission (Ps. 103:8; Rom. 2:4). The proud often assume that God’s delays are His indifference to sin. Neb. was wrong. Dead wrong.
	“Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). It’s tempting to look at Neb. and say, “Stupid king! Why didn’t you repent?” Or look at the people of Israel, clinging to worthless idols, and say, “Stupid Hebrews! Why didn’t you repent?!” Did you ever stop to think that these scriptures are there to remind US? Israel was meant to be a signpost to the rest of the world. SO ARE WE! The throne of YOUR heart is meant to be occupied by God alone (Isa. 42:8). Where do you stand in this battle with pride?
	Sin separates us from God and sin separates us from other men. Sin makes us no longer image-bearers of God. Sin dehumanizes us. In 1660 William Secker said, “God abhors them worst who adore themselves most!” In the gospel, our humanity is being restored. God is restoring us as image-bearers. We are being made perfect (He. 10:14), back to the way we were originally meant to be. Pride is a beastly sin! It deserves condemnation, but in His mercy, God withholds that. Our condemnation fell upon Another: Jesus. God uses His severe mercy not to punish us, but to correct us… to bring our hearts back to where they need to be. Now that’s compassion. God will do what must be done to break your heart… for Him.
	God GRANTS repentance. It is a gift from God, secured by the work of Christ (1 John 1:9). After a period of completeness (7’s), Neb. said, “I lifted my eyes toward Heaven…” (compare with Col. 3:2). This is the language of dependence on God… humility, not self-sufficiency. Neb. has finally recognized that God ALONE is worthy of worship and glory. John Calvin (1561) said that “… true knowledge of God begins when human pride is overthrown.” Neb. finally rests under God’s dominion and God’s will. God, in His mercy, has pulled Neb. out of the pit of self-adoration. Neb. desires what God desires, and now he lives a life of surrender to God and adoration of God.
	Have you been praying for someone for years? Is he/she a nut too hard for God to crack? NO! THERE ARE NO LOST CAUSES! Take heart (Phil. 1:6)! When God GRANTS repentance, humility is born and praise is restored.
Father, open our eyes to see our great need for YOU. Thank You, Jesus, for taking the condemnation we deserve. Break our rebellious hearts. Thank you for the assurance that you can and will reach even the stoniest hearts. Amen.
QUESTIONS:
1) After hearing two miraculous interpretations of his dreams, why would Neb. not repent?
2) What words reveal the root of Neb.’s pride in 4:30?
3) Pastor Steve said, “When we start seeing our good gifts as self-generated instead of gifts from God, we have succumbed to pride.” How is this a problem in the church today?
4) Do you ever rant at the “stupid people” of the Old Testament, clinging to their idols… only to have God say, “What about you? What about your idols?” Where else does pride grab you and pull you down?
5) Neb. was forced to take a serious “time out.” So was Moses. So was Paul. Can you think of others from the Bible or from our time? How can we keep our hearts right and avoid our own “time out”?
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Charles Wesley)
1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heav’n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart. 
2. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty. 
