“God’s People in Exile: The Fourth Man”
Daniel 3:14-30
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 2/15/26)

	When God calls us to stand against something threatening or costly… When the familiar and comfortable are at risk… We often want assurance that we’ll be spared the worst. Yet God’s providence is such that we’re usually not kept FROM such trials, but kept THROUGH them. God’s people are given hope IN HIM, not promises of escape from tribulation, as they live toward redemption’s fulfillment. God does not promise rescue from the fire; He promises His presence in the fire.
	Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego (SMA) had resolved NOT to bow down, expecting that it would lead to tribulation. Don’t be surprised when the same happens to you (1 Pet. 4:12-13,19). Be prepared for it, so that you can respond rightly. Obedience to God doesn’t make the trial go away. Loyalty to God does not soften Babylon’s response… it escalates it. We are not promised to be kept FROM tribulation; we are promised to be kept THROUGH tribulation. Charles Spurgeon said, “… a burning, fiery furnace is the usual place where saints are found.”
[Note: Don’t fall for the lies of the “prosperity gospel”: Lie #1: “If bad happens to you, you must not have enough faith.” Lie #2: “If God loves me, I won’t have to go through trials.”]
	What does the presence of the fourth man mean to God’s people in exile? He may be an angel, or he may be the pre-incarnate Christ (I think the latter!). God does not promise rescue from the fire; He promises His presence in the fire. Don’t focus on your difficulties; focus on God’s faithfulness as He walks through it WITH you.
	God controls your furnace! SMA are tied up and thrown in. They are not burned, but their ties are. The fire meant for destruction becomes the place where God reveals Himself most clearly (1 Pet. 1:6-7). God shapes with fire in a way that comfort and ease cannot accomplish. Ask yourself, “How is God shaping me?” Is He using your marriage as a construction site to form Christ in you? Is He using guilt and shame to burn away the idol of porn or career or addiction? God will burn away any bonds to help you, not to hurt you. Is he burning away your hope in a political party so that you will put your hope in Christ? Whether your trial is the loss of a loved one or a profound rejection or something else, ask yourself, “Is this trial deepening my dependence on Him?” Let your question not be “Why me?”, but instead “What is God doing?”
	The Bible is full of mighty miracles, but there are vast portions that contain no miracles. Just read Heb. 11:32-40. SMA resolved to obey God, even if they did not know the outcome. You won’t always be kept from the furnace, but you can be positive that you will be preserved through the furnace!
	Once again Nebuchadnezzar sees a miracle. He’s even impressed with the One True God. But he doesn’t surrender to God! How about you? Have you surrendered to God? The Son of God stepped into the blaze of God’s wrath and was not spared, so that His substitutionary death could save all who trust in Him. If you will repent, believe, and follow Him, you will be reconciled to God, and your sins will be remembered no more. NOTHING… no trial or tribulation… will be able to separate you from Him. No fire can undo what Jesus accomplished for you on Calvary. His grace is stronger than any flame. The greatest miracle of Daniel 3 is not the survival of SMA, but the presence of the fourth Man fellowshipping with the three. What is your relationship with the fourth Man? Are you just impressed, or have you surrendered?
QUESTIONS:
1) Why does God allow SMA to be thrown into the furnace, when He could have prevented it altogether?
2) What does the presence of the fourth man accomplish?
3) Fiery trials are usually not literal furnaces. Some examples are: damage to your reputation, being marginalized in the workplace, disunity in your family, health problems… What other fiery trials do we go through?
4) How can we help our brothers and sisters as they go through these trials?
“How Firm a Foundation” (Rippon)
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” (Hoffman)
1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
· Refrain:
Leaning, leaning,
Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
2. Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

