“Back to the Future: The End of All Exile”
Daniel 9:24-27
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 7/12/26)

	Prophecy often seems to be a scary puzzle. In the prophecy of Daniel’s 70 weeks, God gives us not so much a puzzle to solve as a promise to believe. God’s greatest prophetic revelation is about His Son (Dan. 9:24; Heb. 1:1-2). DON’T MISS THE POINT!
	As Daniel prayed for Israel’s return from exile in Babylon, God answered with a promise far greater than Daniel imagined: through His coming Messiah, God would bring an end to humanity’s deeper exile from Himself because of sin. The six facets of the promise spelled out in Dan. 9:24 find their fulfillment in the saving work of Jesus Christ. In today’s scripture, God gives us the promise of redemption from exile, He shows us the means of redemption from exile, and he presents the fulfillment of redemption from exile. Like many prophecies, this one related to the near term (the end of the Babylonian Captivity) AND the far term (Christ’s redemptive work to end our exile from God due to sin).
	The cryptic numbers of Gabriel’s prophecy remind us of the principal and pattern of the Sabbath rest. The Sabbath is on the 7th day. The land was rested on the 7th year. The Year of Jubilee was observed on the 49th year (7 years times 7) (Lev. 25:3-4, 8). The Sabbath rest had everything to do with trusting God. This prophecy is a reminder to put our trust in God and rest in Him.
	There is a six-fold promise in Dan. 9:24. It is one promise with six components, like the separate facets on a diamond. Christ “finished the transgression” through His obedience on Calvary. We are no longer destined for judgment. We are no longer imprisoned in our rebellion against God (Rom. 5:18-19). Christ “made an end of sin” through His death on the cross (John 1:29). Christ “made atonement for iniquity” (Rom. 3:25-26). This is substitutionary atonement: God’s wrath for your sins is FULLY satisfied through Christ’s death (1 Pet. 2:24). Christ “brings in everlasting righteousness” (Rom. 5:19-21). Christ “seals up vision and prophecy” (2 Cor. 1:20). His work is finished, preserved, accomplished. Christ “anoints the Holy of Holies.” The Holy of Holies was where God met His people. It was the place of atonement. Christ is our temple now. Christ is where God’s people live and have our being.
	God’s means of redeeming His people is His Son, Jesus Christ. Dan. 9:25 says that Jerusalem and the temple will be rebuilt, and then there will be a passage of time bringing us to the time of Christ. How many years? I don’t know! Many of us grew up with specific end times eschatology, complete with charts and timelines. I even read the Left Behind series and enjoyed it! But this prophecy has more to do with Christ than calendars!
	Daniel’s prophecy finds its fulfillment in Jesus’ first coming. The New Covenant brings an end to the Old Covenant’s system of sacrifice and laws (Heb. 10:14-18). [NOTE: an abomination did come in A.D. 70 when the Romans (used as an instrument of our sovereign God) destroyed the temple (Matt. 24:15-16).] In Christ our sin debt is forever forgiven. Our exile from God ends in Christ. All who trust in Christ will experience not just a year of jubilee, but an eternity of jubilee! The question is, where do you stand with this Messiah? Confess your sins, repent, believe in Him and follow Him and you will be saved. Will you?
QUESTIONS:
1) How do you think Daniel would have responded upon hearing that God’s answer to his prayer reached far beyond the end of the Babylonian exile? How should this shape the way Christians read prophetic passages throughout Scripture?
2) Pastor Steve said several times that Christ came to redeem us from our exile from God. Why have we been exiled from God?
3) The principle of the Sabbath rest is a big deal to God (Exod. 20:8-11). Why? Why do YOU need a Sabbath rest?
4) Explain the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. Why do so many Americans believe in salvation through good works when that is NOT what Jesus died for?
“Crown Him with many Crowns” (Bridges)

Crown Him with many crowns,
  The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark! how the heav’nly anthem drowns
  All music but its own!
  Awake, my soul, and sing
  Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King
  Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of Love:
  Behold His hands and side;
Rich wounds yet visible above
  In beauty glorified:
  No angel in the sky
  Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye
  At mysteries so bright.

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave.
Who rose victorious to the strife,
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,
Who died and rose on high.
Who died eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.
