“Preaching God’s Word Biblically”
Acts 10:34-43; 2 Tim. 3:10 - 4:5; Rom. 1:16-17
(Notes based on the sermon by Elder Dave Kolde, Hayden Bible Church, 11/23/25)

In 2 Tim. 4:1-5, Paul exhorts Timothy to preach the Word, the Gospel message, for it is the Gospel alone that saves souls. (Q1) (Q2) Yet today, the Gospel is sorely lacking in countless sermons. This results in unconverted church “members” and a shallow, apathetic, superficially-believing church. Elder Kolde exhorted all pastors and teachers by saying, “The church will never rise above or beyond what it learns and hears from the pulpit. Strong pulpits produce strong churches.” (Q3) 
Paul begins by saying, “I solemnly charge you…” This is an imperative, not a request, to all who would preach or teach the Gospel. The Gospel proclaims the glory and the life and the work of Jesus Christ. It is where evangelism begins. We present the need (we’re all sinners (Rom.3:23)) and the solution (repent, believe in Jesus’ saving work, and follow Him), then let the Holy Spirit do the rest. John MacArthur put it well: “My job as a preacher is like a waiter. It’s my responsibility to get the food from the kitchen to the table without messing it up!”
Even though teachers are to be judged with greater strictness (James 3:1), we should ALL be ready to make a defense for the hope that is in us (1 Pet. 3:15). We should ALL speak the sound words (the TRUTH) of scripture (2 Tim. 1:13-14) gleaned from studying the Word of God and applying it to our lives (Heb. 5:14). Preaching is just teaching on steroids! It is teaching done with passion and urgency. Paul goes on to spell out his exhortation with eight specific instructions.
A preacher’s exposition is to explain the Word and help others apply it to their lives. It is to ignite the hearts of those who hear it. How does this happen? The Holy Spirit must be leading or directing, or it’s just empty words. In 2 Tim. 4:1-5, Paul lays out the how of exposition. It’s “Preaching 101.” First, he says to be ready. Be prepared. Then he says to reprove, to expose sin, to convict the listeners and admonish bad behavior and bad theology. Paul says to reprove because sin is serious… it’s serious because of Who we are sinning against (Ps. 51:4; Ps. 139:23)! Sin is cosmic treason! All reproof is to move the hearer toward repentance (1 Tim. 1:5).
Paul goes on to tell Timothy to rebuke, to reprimand or admonish ungodly behavior. A rebuke should convict the conscience, challenging a person to change course in light of the impending doom they face by continuing on their sinful path. Paul tells Timothy to exhort, come alongside with warning or advice. An exhortation should comfort the hearer and persuade him to follow the Word of God. It’s a passionate plea form the heart… to touch another’s heart. A preacher or teacher should be longsuffering, perseverant. Some people want their ears tickled, their egos stroked. They want entertainment, not exposition. They want the world’s truth, not God’s truth. It’s hard to be a pastor who consistently preaches the truth… but that’s what we are called to do.
Next Paul instructs Timothy to be sober-minded, unwavering, calm, resolute. He is to preach sound doctrine, not the Devil’s lies. He is to REMEMBER all these things and do them, not for an increase in numbers, but for an increase in the depth of faith in his flock. He will undoubtedly face persecution, so he should anchor himself in the Word of God.
The preacher/teacher is to do the work of an evangelist repeatedly. Why? Because people are Gospel amnesiacs! Because faith comes from hearing and hearing comes from the Word of God (Rom. 10:14-17). Because the Gospel is TRANSFORMING!!! Because no one can be saved apart from faith in Jesus alone. Fulfill your mission: run the race through the tape. Don’t give up. Teach the whole Gospel as long as you have breath in your lungs!
We need to explain this Good News: We are sinners. We NEED a Savior who gives us His righteousness by taking our punishment for us on the cross. On the third day He arose and He sits now on His throne interceding FOR US! Here is the Gospel: repent, believe, and follow Jesus by faith in Him alone. We have been given the solemn work to share this (Matt. 28:19-20). Will you?
QUESTIONS:
1) How do you define Biblical preaching?
2) Read Rom. 1:16-17. What is the Gospel?
3) Elder Kolde said, “Strong pulpits produce strong churches.” Agree or disagree? Explain.
4) Read Acts 10:35 again. Define “what is right.” (But before you do, read Acts 10:43 again)
5) What false gospels are going around today?
6) Shallow church members rarely share the gospel. How do you become a mature believer?
7) (personal) Read Eph. 2:10. God ordained works for you to do. Are you doing them?
“How Firm a Foundation” (K)
1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
2. “Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.
3. “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.
4. “The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”
