“A Resurrection Blessing”
John 20:1-10; Hebrews 13:20-21
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 4/20/25)

	“Proof positive!”
	I had just asked, “Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important?” Joe responded, “Proof positive! It proves that it’s all true!” That’s what we celebrate on Easter and on every other day: we serve a RISEN Savior!
	We all know the facts of Easter morning: Sorrowful women came to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. God rolled the stone away; the guards were rendered motionless. The angel said, “He is risen, just as He said.” The women ran and told this to Peter and John. Then they ran to the tomb to see for themselves. IT WAS TRUE! But why did Christ have to be raised from the dead? What does it mean for each of us? (Q1)
	The Book of Hebrews was written to discouraged, persecuted Christians living in Jerusalem about 30 years after Jesus’ resurrection. Just like us, some believers were beginning to suffer from “spiritual amnesia.” Resurrection realities, as true as they were and are, were beginning to become blurry as the years passed: Death is defeated. Sin is forgiven. Eternal life for God’s people is assured. Peace with God is ours. Christians today are privileged to live with these resurrection realities. Jesus’ resurrection guarantees and ratifies the eternal covenant that God has made FOR His people. We now have hope and joy and purpose, and an eternal life with our Father in Heaven! Wow! (Q2)
	The resurrection shows God’s attributes: He is Creator, Sustainer, Love, Spirit, a Consuming Fire, and the God of Peace. His shalom brings blessings of happiness, harmony, security, and inner contentment. This peace is found ONLY in a right relationship with God. To know God is to be at peace with Him… and to have His peace within you. (Personal: Are you at peace with standing before Him one day, knowing that He is holy and you are not?) The God of Peace is a covenant-making, covenant-keeping God. In His grace He has made a path to peace for you. (Q3)
	When Adam and Eve sinned, they immediately experienced separation from God. Their sin had lasting consequences (Rom. 3:23). God made a temporary covenant with Moses on Mt. Sinai: through the blood of sacrificed animals, the judgment of sin would be passed over. But Hebrews 13:20 talks of an eternal covenant that God made with Himself. God the Son left His Father to be born a man that He might die for us! 
	The Puritan John Flavel imagined a conversation something like this between the Individuals of our triune God: The Father said, “My Son, the world will be filled with sinful people. They will choose to live for themselves. What shall be done for them? Jesus said, “I will be their substitute. I will give them a way back to You, Father. I will pay their debt. Father, consider them Your gift to Me. I will redeem them for Your glory and for their great joy.” The Father replied, “But they will be so blind that they won’t see the rescue being offered them. Who will open their eyes?” “I will,” said the Spirit.
	Easter celebrates this eternal covenant that God made with Himself. He is a promise-keeping God. The efficacy of Christ’s shed blood is proven, ratified, and affirmed by the resurrection (Heb. 10:14). God raised Jesus from the dead to restore His people to Himself forever… for His glory (John 11:25-26). Does this affect how you live?
	Now read 1 Cor. 15:20-22. The best is yet to come! Even now your Shepherd watches out for enemies, heals you, carries you, rules over you benevolently, and leads you to all the best places (Ps. 23). The believer is at peace with God.
	So, what’s the bottom line? BELIEVE! Receive Christ for who He is. BELIEVE that His blood atones for your sins and reconciles you to God. And then FOLLOW HIM out of thankfulness. Soon He will be coming back very visibly to reign. How glad we are that God made this eternal covenant! This is NOT a return to a covenant of works. As Spurgeon said, it is a “covenant of gratitude.” He who began a good work in you will finish it (Phil. 1:6). Our God is FAITHFUL! Heb. 13:20 says that the resurrection is “proof positive that it’s all true.” Jesus’ death and resurrection makes it possible for us to have peace with God FOREVER! Amen!

QUESTIONS:
1) What does this mean to you? How does it affect your daily living?
2) Why did Pastor Steve use the preposition “for” and not “with”?
3) Many people look for peace but never find it. They try to escape with scrolling, work, entertainment, drugs, alcohol, etc. What could you tell them about finding true peace?
4) How does the resurrection of Jesus relate to your desire and ability to do God’s will?

“There’s Power in the Blood” (Jones)
    Would you be free from the burden of sin?
    There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
    Would you o’er evil a victory win?
    There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.
        There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder-working pow’r
        In the blood of the Lamb;
        There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder-working pow’r
        In the precious blood of the Lamb.
    Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?
    There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
    Sin-stains are lost in its life-giving flow;
    There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.
    Would you do service for Jesus your King?
    There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
    Would you live daily His praises to sing?
    There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

