“The King’s Family: From Darkness to Light”
Matt. 20: 29-34
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 11/17/24)

	Pastor Steve began by telling us of an old, short story entitled “The Country of the Blind.” An explorer stumbled upon a hidden valley where all the people were blind. Everyone in their society had been blind for many generations. When he spoke of fluffy clouds or vibrant colors they thought he was delusional, and eventually plotted to put our his eyes. He escaped, leaving them in their blindness.
	Mankind is born into the country of the blind. Because of sin, many think that believers in Christ are delusional. They deny spiritual reality. It takes eyes of faith to be brought from the darkness of unreality to faith in Jesus. Today’s scripture shows a picture of saving faith. It’s a reminder of what it means to follow Jesus and live in the light of reality.
	Jesus and His disciples were heading up to Jerusalem for His divine appointment with the cross. He was passing through Jericho, an oasis in the desert, a place of refreshment. Picture the scene of hundreds of Passover pilgrims thronging around Jesus. In verse 30, Matthew says “behold”- pay attention! Don’t say, “Oh, I’ve heard all of this before.” Behold the response of Jesus to the blind men, and behold their response to Him. In their desperation, the men saw in Jesus the authority and the ability to make them whole. (Q3) In this passage WE are meant to behold what saving faith in Christ is meant to look like.
	Today’s message is about faith’s awakening, faith’s pleading, faith’s answer, and faith’s loyalty. When faith awakens it acknowledges a desperate need for Christ. A desperate person must cry out for deliverance. Their cry acknowledges their misery and their helplessness. Apart from grace, we know nothing of a clear conscience before God. Apart from grace, we know nothing of forgiven sin. Apart from grace, we know nothing of the indwelling, convicting, and empowering Holy Spirit. In our sin-corrupted world, it is natural to do what is wrong and self-centered (Isa. 5:20-24). We are utterly dependent on help outside of ourselves if we are ever to see clearly. That is precisely why Jesus came!
	Matthew shows us faith awakening, and then faith pleading. Saving faith pleads for mercy in response to hearing about Jesus. We pray that God the Holy Spirit will open the blind eyes of our loved ones and friends. But first they must hear about Jesus FROM US! (Rom. 10:17)
Please note: People are NOT saved simply because they live in this great country!
	Take a look at verse 31. The crowd doesn’t want their status quo disrupted. The crowd’s callousness is completely opposite Jesus’ reaction. The two blind guys are persistent. (Q1) They realize that Jesus has the power and the authority to heal them and to save them. HE is the answer. This is the reason He came to earth. (Matt. 20:28) Our destiny is Hell apart from His saving grace. You can’t just know about Him… you must call out to Him, repenting, believing, and following Him (Rom. 10:13). Today’s scripture is a reminder that we each need to personally call out to Him. If you called out to Him today, what would you ask Him? Do you want Him to save you from the sin that plagues you? Do you want Him to help you regain what was once in your relationship with Him? Do you want Him to save you from how you’ve slipped back into the ways of the world (Rev. 2:4-5)? Cry out to Jesus. Return to your first love. (Q2)
	Look at the last two words of today’s passage: they followed Him. They were loyal to Him. Saving faith repents and follows Jesus in daily living. Where Jesus goes, they will go. When Jesus commands, they will obey. They have a new Master, a new King. They were healed physically AND spiritually. Beware: the country of the blind today is full of people who name Jesus, but do not follow Him (John 10:27-28). Saving faith desires to obey and serve Christ as King.
	A professing Christian who never tells anyone about Jesus is a contradiction… and may not have a saving faith. A faith that is not changing you is a faith that is not saving you. Saving faith follows Jesus and makes much of Him to others (1Peter 2:9-10).
	Today may be the last time Jesus passes you by. Are you desperately in need of the forgiveness that only He can provide? Maybe you are familiar with this message, but you have never had a personal encounter with Him. Will you cry out for mercy? We are surrounded by those who are blind and may not even know it. Will you boldly share the gospel with them today? Will you?
QUESTIONS:
1) Why do you suppose the blind men kept crying out to Jesus when the crowd tried to silence them?
2) How would you respond if Jesus were to ask, “What do you want Me to do for you?”
3) The blind men referred to Jesus as the Son of David, the promised Messiah. Read Isa. 35:1-10. How did they know the Messiah had come?
4) Compare the reaction of the crowd (v. 31) with the reaction of Jesus (v. 34). We would do well to live by these words: COMPASSION, NOT CRITICISM. Where do you most need to follow this advice? Why?

“O Worship the King” (Grant)
O worship the King all-glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love:
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.
O tell of his might and sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail.
Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!
