“Back to the Future: How God Answers Prayer”
Daniel 9:20-24
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 7/5/26)

	Incredibly, we have been adopted by the King of Kings. He loves us with a loyal, steadfast, faithful love that is without measure. Yet we are tempted to think that prayer only “works” because we use the right words, pray long enough, or have been especially faithful. 
	Daniel 9 shows us otherwise.
	As Daniel prayed for God’s covenant promises to His people to be fulfilled, heaven’s answer was already on its way… and it proved far greater than anything Daniel had asked.
	Prayer is NOT like a candy machine: put money in, get candy out. Daniel’s prayer was intercessory. He confessed his sins and the sins of his people (1John 1:9). He prayed for God to fulfill His promise to bring the period of exile to its end. God’s answer (Dan. 9:24-27) would surpass his wildest dreams: God would send the Messiah to make an end to sin, make atonement for iniquity, and bring everlasting righteousness to His people.
	The way we pray reveals what we truly believe about God. Daniel had a humble, contrite heart as he brought his plea before God. Our prayer is NOT based on our merit; our prayer is based on the mercy of God. God hears the prayers of His children ALWAYS. He gives each of His children His undivided, omniscient attention (Jer. 33:2-3; Deut. 4:7). You can “move forward in the certainty that He is with you, for you, and in you.” (Paul David Tripp) You are His beloved child, adopted into His family… forever!
	Our prayers indicate our union with what God is concerned with. Daniel is NOT praying for smooth sailing during his retirement years. His heart was preoccupied with honoring God. What is your heart preoccupied with?
	Even in his 80’s, Daniel comes to God like a needy child, knowing he can trust his Heavenly Father (tell story of Virgil’s son). Daniel came in “extreme weariness.” He wasn’t at his best, but he prayed anyway. He proved what Pastor Steve said a few months ago: “I don’t need a strong faith; I need faith in a strong Savior.” Daniel is amazed that God’s response is so immediate, and that it is different from what he asked for. (More on that next week!) God responds to His people’s prayers according to His infinite wisdom and His perfect ways. Trust in God and His character, not in what you hope He will do for you. It is not about your wants, feelings, or agenda… it is all about God and His plan. Prayer helps us participate in what He is doing. It is NOT about getting Him to participate in what we are doing.
	In 2 Cor. 12:7-10 the Apostle Paul prayed for his thorn in the flesh to be taken away. In effect, God said, “Paul, I am training you to trust in Me!” It is NOT unanswered prayer; it is training us to trust in Him and His nature and His infinite wisdom and His perfect ways. It is NOT about making our circumstances better. Daniel was “highly esteemed.” He was one of God’s beloved children… and you are one, too (Rom. 8:32; 1 John 3:1).
	Daniel knew and believed God’s Word, and he prayed in that direction. Let me say it again: my prayer life reveals what I believe about God. I believe that God wants His will to be done and His kingdom to come. I believe that He wants all hearts surrendered to Him. I believe that He wants all nations to come to Him. Prayer is NOT persuading God to meet our agenda. Prayer is God’s means of getting His people to join His agenda.
	Do you cease praying when the answer is delayed or the answer is different than what you were praying for? God wants to save us from a self-centered life. God’s response is not for our circumstances, but to save us from sin and its effects. He calls us today to repent, surrender to Christ, follow Him, and LIVE (John 8:36)!
	We have been adopted, chosen, and purchased. Even our very faith is a GIFT from God! His Holy Spirit lives inside of us and empowers us (Eph. 3:20-21). He hears His people, and He responds to His people with His perfect will. Prayer is a mysterious privilege. It is God training us to trust in Him and His character. May all of our prayers be Christ-centered as we cry out to our Loving Father. Amen.
QUESTIONS:
1) What does Gabriel’s arrival reveal about God’s response to prayer?
2) Gabriel calls Daniel “highly esteemed.” In James 5:16 it says “the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” Why was Daniel esteemed? How are we made righteous?
3) When has God answered your prayers in ways greater than you expected?
4) How can we help each other remember God’s goodness and faithfulness when times get tough?
5) What preoccupies our hearts that can drive us away from prayer? What can be done about this?
6) How does my prayer life reveal what I believe about God?
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Scriven)
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
  All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
  Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
  O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
  Everything to God in prayer!

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
  Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
  Take it to the Lord in prayer;
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
  Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,
  Thou wilt find a solace there.
