“Songs of the King: The Magnificat”
Luke 1:46-55
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 12/15/24)

	Mary’s song, “The Magnificat,” helps us to see Christ rightly and respond to Him rightly. Mary is awestruck by what God is doing inside of her. She treasures the incarnation for herself and for all who believe. Her Child is to be named Jesus because He will save His people from their sins and reign over an eternal kingdom. Her response is one of believing, yielding, and rejoicing. What is your response? To magnify the Lord is to see God as He truly is, and help others see Him as He truly is. God has revealed Himself to us in the miracle of the incarnation.
	Mary sings of who God is and what He has done in the incarnation. She does not magnify herself. She is not a dispenser of grace, but a recipient of grace. In verse 47 she speaks of “my Savior.” This is the Child growing within her! Is Mary’s song your song? Mary is blessed, but she is not sinless. She knows she needs a Savior just like we all do. God sees her humble state, her soul’s neediness before a holy God. She is blessed (satisfied, complete, content, secure in God) because she is the object of God’s undeserved favor. All fear of His judgment is gone. Just like Mary, we are the object of His affection, through the work of Christ.
	What is God like? He is mighty in power and ability. He can and will do all that He purposes to do. How can you fuse together finite man with an infinite God. You can’t! Only God can do that… in Jesus, His Son. God has united His deity to humanity in the person of Jesus Christ. The Baby within Mary is the God who holds the universe together! The Baby within Mary is the Savior who can save all people!
	Who is God? He is the Holy One. And this Child is holy. He has no sin and no sin nature. He is fully human and fully God. Jesus is the embodiment of God’s holiness. Holiness matters to God. We are unholy by nature, so we must be born again in Him so that His holiness can be credited to us.
	What is God like? He is merciful. He withholds from us the punishment that we truly deserve. He looks upon us with kindness… and then does something about it! His mercy is focused personally on you with tenderness and compassion. Christ is the embodiment of God’s mercy. His might, holiness, and mercy have come to accomplish your salvation. Do you see your need for this? Is He calling you to believe today? Mary said that her soul believes, yields, and rejoices. Is that your prayer?
	What has God done? With His arm He has come powerfully and personally. His mighty arms are open wide to ALL who believe in Him. Notice the past tense in verse 51: “has done” “has scattered.” It’s as if it has already happened! Why? When God promises to do something, it’s as good as done!
	Returning to verse 51, who are the proud? They are the self-sufficient, the self-dependent, those who are wise in their own eyes. Mary knows that the arrival of the Christ-child means the ultimate defeat of all of God’s enemies. Jesus either exalts or He scatters. There is not a third option. He will either rule you, or scatter you far from God’s favor. You will either know Jesus, or you will know God’s wrath. This Child will make sure that every person who is spiritually hungry will be satisfied (Isa. 55:1-2). This is God’s desire. Jesus is the greatest of all gifts. Have you believed and yielded? Do you rejoice because of this gift and magnify Christ in your heart?

QUESTIONS:
1) This lesson was all about who God is and what He has done. What aspects of His character are important to you? Which of His actions are important to you?
2) In what ways does the Magnificat disallow the worship of Mary? Look for answers in Mary’s own words.
3) How does this song help you magnify Christ in your own heart? Be specific.
4) Pastor Steve directed us to Isa. 49:6, another verse prophesying about Jesus. Why is this verse important to you?
5) It is pretty obvious from this song that Mary had a very good grasp of Scripture. How will you improve your grasp of Scripture in 2025? How can we help each other with that goal?

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Bridges)

Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His Throne;
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for me,
And hail Him as my matchless King
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of Love,
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For Thou has died for me;
Thy praise and glory shall not fail
Throughout eternity.



