“REMEMBER the LIFE Given to Save Others”
Rom. 5:6-11
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Scott Irwin, Hayden Bible Church, 5/24/26)

	A hero puts the needs of others before their own, even risking their life to save the lives of others. Today we remember and honor the Lord Jesus Christ, the ultimate hero, who bravely endured human injustice and laid down His life in order to save the helpless and undeserving, even those who were His enemies. By His sacrifice, all who trust in His death and resurrection have been set free from the power of sin and death. Those who hope in Christ are free to live NOW without the fear of condemnation or rejection by God.
	Jesus gave His life for the needy and helpless. You CANNOT save yourself. You CANNOT “good” your way to Heaven. Without God’s grace, we are all dead in our trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1). The spiritually dead are powerless to save themselves. In fact, they don’t even know they are dead! Here’s the key: God even gives us the faith to believe (Eph. 2:8-9)!
	In bringing Lazarus back to life (John 11:1-44), Jesus gave the perfect picture of our miraculous transformation from spiritual death to spiritual life. Just as we are all spiritually dead and unable to save ourselves, Lazarus was physically dead. Dead dead. Four days dead. Yet, when Jesus said, “Come forth,” his eyelids flickered and he came to life! Charles Wesley expressed this moment wonderfully in “And Can It Be?”:
“Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound by sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth and followed Thee.”
	Jesus gave His life for the undeserving (Rom. 3:23), ungodly (Eph. 2:3), and His enemies (Col. 1:21-22). We deserve God’s wrath, yet He gave His life to save us! Now that’s amazing grace! This was not an impulse… it was God’s plan from long ago. God orchestrated every aspect of Christ’s life and resurrection FOR US!
	Jesus gave His life to give us life. We are counted (reclassified) as righteous. We are reconciled to God, made righteous by the blood of the Lamb. We are declared righteous before our Holy God. We have been cleansed and covered by His righteousness.
	Jesus gave His life to free us from punishment. Read John 3:16-18 and Rom. 8:1-2. It’s either believe and be saved… or be judged. There is not a third option. Those that believe are set free from the law of sin and death. They suffer no condemnation.
	Jesus gave His life so that we could be adopted as God’s children. We are now part of His family (John 1:12; Rom. 8:15-16)! We can call God “Abba” (Daddy)! Now that’s close relationship! That’s GRACE (unmerited favor)!
	Jesus gave His life so that we could rejoice in God. We are covered in His righteousness. Our salvation is a done deal. Our salvation is secure forever! We have much to rejoice in, so let’s do it now and always (Phil. 4:4).
	Remember: you did not do anything to earn your salvation, but out of gratitude do everything you can to walk worthy of your salvation. What are you doing with this redeemed life you have been given? How can you say “thank you” to Jesus for His sacrifice for you? How does His sacrifice affect how you live each day?
QUESTIONS:
1) What reasons do we have to be humble about our own salvation?
2) Read 2 Tim. 2:8-13. How do we remember Christ’s life and sacrifice in our interactions with others, whether friends, family members, neighbors, co-workers, or total strangers?
3) Andrea D., our missionary to Catalonia, said, “Ministry moves at the speed of friendship.” What did she mean? Do you agree or disagree?
4) Pastor Scott said, “Christ gave His life for the needy and helpless.” Admit it. You are often unable, vulnerable, and dependent. How can this be a GOOD thing? How do the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and other close Christians provide the help that only God can give?
“Praise to the Lord The Almighty” (Neander)
VERSE 1
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near,
Join me in glad adoration.
VERSE 2
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
VERSE 3
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
If with His love He befriend thee.
VERSE 4
Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the amen sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him.

