“God’s Protective Providence”
Ruth chapter 3
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 12/14/25)

	Uncovering a man’s feet while he sleeps? 
	“Spread your wings over your maid.”
	What in the world is this all about?!
	Bringing Boaz to Ruth gives us a picture of God bringing His Redeemer Son to us. When Christ was born in Bethlehem, God signaled not only His divine right to redeem sinners, and his power to do so… but also His heart’s desire for those He redeems. Now we should seek our Redeemer as Ruth sought her redeemer.
	The “rest” spoken of in Ruth 3:1 represents security, a permanent home, a search for wellness that has come to a wonderful end. Ruth is not only poor and destitute, but a “young believer” in our Lord God. Her people, the Moabites, were infamous enemies of the Israelites, leading them to worship false gods. They are not the type of people a self-respecting Jewish man would associate with. But Ruth’s first step is to recognize that there is a redeemer for her.
	The word for “kinsman redeemer” in Hebrew is “goel.” God set up this system so a widow would not be cast off and destitute. Her family’s name and land would be preserved. A close relative would redeem, or buy back, what had previously been sold or lost. Even now, we all need a goel: Someone who can do for us what we are unable to do for ourselves. Someone who has the right, power, and desire to redeem us for His very own. Isn’t it incredible to think that the energy of God Himself has been focused for all eternity on redeeming us?!
	We all are born sinners, predisposed to rebel against God. It’s our nature. It’s our default setting. And it will end in eternal ruin (Hell) unless Jesus’ light breaks through into our darkness. He is our only place of rest. Do you recognize your need for this goel? Do you recognize that God has provided that goel in Christ? (Heb. 2:14-18). He is one of us, but with the mighty power to save. (Q1) Jesus was crucified to pay the eternal debt we owe and thus become our redeemer. Do you recognize Christ as YOUR redeemer?
	Ruth risked shame, rejection, and a hopeless life if things went south with Boaz. Would he have the desire to redeem her? Would he wed himself to a Moabitess? Ruth courageously and humbly laid down at Boaz’ feet. When she says, “spread your wing over your maid” she is pleading, “Will you marry me? Will you give me your protection and devotion?” All of us must reach for our Redeemer this way. Faith reaches for the Redeemer with nothing to offer but NEED. Redemption is offered and accomplished by God alone through Christ alone. (Q2)
	Boaz answers wonderfully in Ruth 3:10. Ruth and Boaz were motivated by their hesed (the loyal love we learned about in Hosea). But it is not enough just to recognize that there is a redeemer for you. You must reach for Him yourself with that little bit of faith that He has given you. When you do, He will receive you willingly and gladly (Matt. 11:28-30). Rest in Jesus means that the search is over and all obstacles have been removed. Eternal acceptance and forgiveness are yours. Jesus WANTS you for Himself. He WANTS an eternal relationship with you. Our Redeemer’s willingness is greater than your unworthiness!!! Not only does He want you, but He has promised to never leave you or forsake you! (Deut. 31:6)
	Just like in every Hallmark movie, you can’t come to the end of the story without some kind of a major problem. In this case, it’s a big one: there is another kinsman… and he’s an even closer relative! In Ruth 3:18 we see that Boaz’ integrity and perseverance typify Christ. He will not rest until this matter is settled. And neither will Jesus! Not only will He save you, but He will not rest until you have been made to be completely formed in His image and brought to live with Him away from the presence of all sin. He has the power, the ability, and the desire to forgive our sin, and He will not rest until He completes His work and He takes us to live with Him… FOREVER!

QUESTIONS:
1) How is Jesus one of us? How is He not one of us?
2) Michaelangelo got it right in the Sistine Chapel. Adam is painted sitting on his haunches doing nothing, as Almighty God races across time and eternity to save him! Now put it in your own words: How are you saved?
3) Where have you seen God’s saving providence in your life? Where have you seen God’s painful providence in your life? Where have you seen God’s protective providence in your life?

         “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Wade)

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest![Refrain]

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]
