“Christ, Our Spotless Lamb: He Who Knew No Sin”
2 Corinth. 5:21; John 12:12-29
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 3/29/26)

Do you ever feel regret, shame, guilt, or inadequacy before God? Do you ever feel that God is disappointed in you? CHRISTIAN, THE PERFECTION OF CHRIST IS THE ANSWER TO YOUR GUILT, YOUR SHAME, AND ANY LINGERING SENSE THAT GOD STILL DISAPPROVES OF YOU! When you feel that kind of discouragement, stop looking at yourself and focus on Christ! Stop now and read 2 Corinth. 5:21 again. Christians must preach this gospel to themselves DAILY!
On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey (Zech. 9:9). The crowds that had come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover feast had each brought or purchased a spotless, perfect lamb (Ex. 12:5&7). This was to remember the requirement of the very first Passover, and to look forward to the Messiah, our Spotless Lamb, our Redeemer, whose active obedience wins us God’s favor… FOREVER! The perfection of Christ is the answer to any sense that God still disapproves of His people. Your imperfect track record is NOT what you are measured by. GOD’S MEASURE OF YOU IS THE MEASURE OF HIS SON!
Jesus is God (John 1:1-2). He has both a divine nature AND a human nature (John 1:12-14). He is like no one else. Jesus is perfect and sinless in His humanity. He never sinned… He never even wanted to sin! He loved His Father’s will. Jesus never grumbled or complained. He never had the urge to grumble or complain. He was never rebellious, even as a toddler or a teenager! HE HAD NO SIN NATURE.
The Passover, the rescue from the plague of death, required the blood of a spotless lamb. NOT ONE OF US IS SPOTLESS. You really cannot clean up your own act. We are by nature “slaves of sin,” tainted by the curse of sin. We are predisposed to make wrong choices (Jer. 31:30&34). Who could possibly meet the standard of sinlessness? Only Jesus. Jesus’ real, perfect, human obedience qualifies Him uniquely to be our substitute (1 Tim. 2:5; Rom. 5:19). He clothes us in HIS righteousness.
The result of Christ’s perfection is my right standing before God (Is. 61:10). As a believer, my standing rests on His perfection ALONE. We cannot attain our righteousness by our works. We cannot earn our righteousness by doing enough good things. Have you repented and submitted your life to Jesus? If so, His obedience has been credited to YOU. Satan still schemes to rob you of your joy. So, believer, continue to look to what He has done for you. REMEMBER CHRIST MORE THAN YOUR SIN! Read 2 Corinth. 5:21 again, and preach that gospel to yourself every day. (You know you talk to yourself anyway!) Remember: THE PERFECTION GOD REQUIRES FROM HIS PEOPLE HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR THEM IN CHRIST!

QUESTIONS:
1) What does it mean that Jesus “knew no sin”? Why is Christ’s sinlessness necessary for our salvation?
2) How does Paul’s gospel summary in 2 Corinth. 5:21 challenge you to look to Christ, rather than inward at yourself, when you are burdened with guilt and shame?
3) Pastor Steve said, “We, on the other hand, are tempted to sin from within and without.” Explain these two thoughts in your own words.
4) Like many of you, I am sometimes beset with guilt. I just can’t seem to shake it! That is, until I re-read Phil. 4:6-8. What could I dwell on that’s more excellent than the FACT that my spotless Redeemer died so that I could be pardoned! Hallelujah!

“Before the Throne of God Above” (Sovereign Grace Music)
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart
I know that while in heav'n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me
Behold Him there, the risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I Am
The King of glory and of grace
One with Himself, I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Savior and my God
One with Himself, I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Savior and my God
With Christ my Savior and my God
