“Back to the Future: God’s People Under Pressure”
Daniel 8:1-27; Heb. 10:19-25
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 5/31/26)

	Prophecy is often confusing, and today’s lesson is no exception! One thing we know for sure: Jesus is coming again to make straight all that is crooked. So, how shall we then live while we wait for His return? Let’s concentrate on doing His work while we wait (Matt. 28:18-20). Bible prophecy wasn’t given so that we could chase headlines; it was given so that we could have perseverance and hope while we wait.
	Daniel’s troubling vision of a ram, a goat, and a little horn reminds God’s people that a long journey, often marked by opposition and persecution, lies ahead before Christ’s return. “But as for you, conceal the vision” (Dan. 8:26). What Daniel concealed, history has since revealed: a pattern that points beyond itself to the final enemy of Christ yet to come. Whether Christ returns today or generations from now, His people are called to faithful endurance, not speculation. Until Christ returns, God’s people are to be busy with their King’s mission, confident in His sovereign control over even the scariest of circumstances.
	Earlier in Daniel we read about the four beasts, each representing an earthly kingdom succeeding the previous one: Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman. Today’s vision in Dan. 8 is a look back to Daniel’s future. A horn represents power in Biblical prophecy. Each of these kingdoms would magnify man, not God. The church is on thin ice when it allies itself with earthly kingdoms. The rapidly moving goat represents Greece. Alexander conquered from Greece to India in less than 12 years! But then he died (in his 30’s), and the Greek empire was handed to four generals. Then out of those four “horns” arose another ruler: Antiochus. He exerted power over “the beautiful land,” Israel. Antiochus called himself God and demanded to be worshipped. He tried to force all his subjects to follow his beliefs. He got rid of sacrifices in the temple in Jerusalem and forbade circumcision. Finally, he built an altar to Zeus in the temple and sacrificed a pig there! This prophecy reminds us that God’s people will face great challenges. How do you live faithfully when the culture around you is completely against you? Will you “go along to get along” or will you stand firm?
	The “then” in Dan. 8:14 reminds us that there is a God-appointed end. God has set a time limit on this persecution. Antiochus was eventually kicked out of Jerusalem. That event is celebrated today as Hannukah.
	So, how shall we then live? How do we respond? The Bible’s prophetic passages show patterns: there are little “horns” in our time that demand to be worshipped. As Christians, we won’t experience God’s ultimate wrath, but we WILL experience suffering and persecution. Our rescue is in Christ’s return! So, once again, how shall we then live?
· When truth is thrown to the ground, cling to God’s word.
· Let your mind be transformed by the Word of God (Rom. 12:2).
· Protect and prioritize pure worship of God. Satan sometimes attacks head-on, and sometimes he floods us with competing affections.
· Expect attacks on distinctly Christian practices.
· Be willing to be weird in the world’s eyes!
· Finally, do the King’s work even if you are suffering or under persecution. Be about His business as we wait. Rest in His providence, not in completely understanding prophecy.
We rejoice in God’s sovereignty. He controls all things, AND HE IS COMING AGAIN!

QUESTIONS:
1) Why do you think God revealed future persecution to His people before it occurred?
2) When you see evil prospering or truth attacked, what truths from Daniel 8 help God’s people remain faithful?
3) Read Dan. 8:4,8,11, and 25. What phrase do you see repeated? What lesson can WE learn from this?
4) Read Heb. 10:23 again. How do we “hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering”?
5) How do you live faithfully when the culture around you is completely against you?
6) Pastor Steve said, “There are “little horns” in our time that demand to be worshipped.” Name a few. How can we avoid worshipping them, and worship the One True God?

“Great is Thy Faithfulness” (Chisholm)

“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
 
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”
  Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
    “Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!
2
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
3
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
