“God’s People in Exile: An Unshakable Kingdom”
Daniel 2:28-3:1
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 1/18/26)

	What we believe about the future shapes how we live today. As Christians, we live decisively and sacrificially and hopefully, because we know Who holds the future in His wise, sovereign hands. (Q1) Daniel, in exile, was surrounded by a people who did not honor God. They even changed his name, trying to get him to assimilate. Faced with an impossible task, God allowed Daniel to declare the king’s dream and its interpretation. God’s truth warned of the fragility of man-made kingdoms, and the glorious permanence of God’s Kingdom.
	Daniel described a single, great image made by human hands. It was awesome, yet terrifying. Impressive, but unstable. This statue made by human hands was toppled by a Stone made outside of humanity. Human achievements may be impressive, but they are ultimately temporary and they are made possible by God Himself. Babylon may have been the world’s superpower, but it was a God-given power, allowed for God’s purposes and for His glory. As predicted in the dream, Babylon would fall, as would the other earthly kingdoms. How long can a society endure when everyone worships their own gods?
	What lessons can we learn from Daniel? One is to engage in our society, but don’t trust it, and don’t fear it. We should care about politics and culture, but not put our trust in them, or build our lives on them. Human kingdoms get their power from God, but they all eventually crumble. Be careful not to conflate cultural reform with the advancement of the kingdom of God. They are not always the same thing. God has always been shaping human history to bring about HIS Kingdom (Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:16-18; Isa. 9:6-7).
	Read Dan. 2:44. God’s people belong to this heaven-wrought Kingdom NOW. Its growth is unstoppable, its reach is global, and it is overcoming all rivals— not by force, but by truth, grace, and sovereign power. Christ inaugurated His Kingdom through His life, death, and resurrection. His people are called to live toward this Kingdom’s growth—within themselves and outside of themselves—looking for the Kingdom’s consummation when Jesus returns to judge the earth and reign forever (Rev. 11:15). This Kingdom has that future consummation, but this Kingdom has already started! It’s happening NOW! (Isa. 9:6-7; Matt. 21:42-44) This Kingdom grows not by political strength or human ingenuity, but by hearts yielding to the Kingship of Jesus. REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND!
	Read Matt. 13:31-33. The Kingdom of Heaven is one of small beginnings. Do you have a small faith in a huge Savior? Has the Stone struck you? Has God’s grace drawn you to repentance? Do you bow in loyalty to Christ, or is your allegiance to the things of this world?
	Christ’s Kingdom has come and it’s growing. It’s transforming people and transforming nations. The people in His Kingdom are salt and light, preserving and enlightening. The Gospel of Jesus topples all false allegiances. One Day, Christ will judge and cast away anyone who gives allegiance to anyone or anything but Him (Eph. 1:21). Christ is reigning NOW, even in the midst of His enemies (Ps. 110:1-2). He is working all things together NOW for the good of His people and for His glory (Rom. 8:28). Let us proclaim Christ NOW, and may our walk match what we proclaim. At the appointed time, all rival kingdoms will be crushed with finality. Is your future certain? Does your future shape your behavior?
	Read Dan. 2:46-3:1. God calls people to respond with allegiance, not merely amazement or admiration or acknowledgment. Acknowledgment of God’s rule is NOT the same as bowing to God’s rule. (Q7) Allegiance obeys even when it is costly. Allegiance obeys even when silence would be easier. Daniel was rewarded with a high position, but this story is not about earthly progress… it’s about Divine victory. Will you bow before the King of Kings?
QUESTIONS:
1) How else does He want us to live?
2) Why does it matter that the stone was “cut out without hands”?
3) What is the significance of the stone becoming a great mountain that fills the whole earth?
4) How does belonging to an unshakable Kingdom change the way you face uncertainty, cultural hostility, or fear?
5) I am NOT saying that insurance is bad (in fact, the state requires me to have some on my car), but where is the balance between placing my security in God and also having insurance and an IRA?
6) If Christ’s Kingdom is already here, why is the world such a mess?! Pastor Steve said that the Kingdom has been inaugurated but not yet consummated. Paul David Tripp tells us that we live between the “already” and the “not yet.” Jesus told us that the wheat and the tares would grow together for a while. Why? Discuss.
7) How can you tell that King Nebuchadnezzar did not become a believer in our God?
8) Daniel was rewarded for his faithfulness. Hebrews 11:32-40 describes Daniel and others who received good things… and others who received horrible things. Why? Read verses 39-40 again and discuss.
“Amazing Grace” (Newton)
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
  That saved a wretch; like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
  Was blind, but now I see.

The Lord hath promised good to me,
  His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
  As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
  Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
  Than when we first begun.
