“Faith Under Fire: God’s People in Exile”
Daniel 1:1-21 (Q1)
(Notes based on the sermon by Pastor Steve Massey, Hayden Bible Church, 1/4/25)

	When we think of the book of Daniel, most of us think of four men in a fiery furnace, or Daniel escaping unscathed from the lions’ den, or confusing prophecies of the end times. But the book of Daniel primarily shows us God’s sovereignty and His faithfulness to His chosen people in exile. We, too, are sojourners in exile. We live in this broken world as resident foreigners, even though our citizenship is in Heaven. Today we will look at how God’s people can live faithfully even though they live in a land no longer shaped by God’s law. We will examine what loyalty to the Lord looks like when obedience is costly, when faith is under fire, and when the powerful influences of the world seem overwhelming. The book of Daniel is a blueprint for God’s people in exile.
	The rebellious Hebrews were sent into captivity in Babylon for 70 years. Was this outside of God’s sovereign will? NO! This removal WAS God’s judgment against His rebellious people. (Q2) God’s people were being forced to make a choice: Would they trust Him? Here are the keys: God rules, even when His people lose everything. God rules, even when His people abandon Him. God enables His people to live faithfully under enemy fire. God’s people cannot live loyally in exile unless they believe rightly about their God. (Your life is a litmus test about what you think about God!) (Q4) God is present and in purposeful control of ALL things for His people (Rom. 8:28). The book of Daniel is a book about God’s Sovereignty!
	Read Dan. 1:2. We can also read about the land of Shinar in Gen. 11:1-9. The Tower of Babel was a symbol of man’s rebellion against God. The book of Daniel is history, but more so, it is a book outlining devotion to God versus rebellion against God. We are all confronted with this choice: will we live for God, under His reign and rules, or will we live in rebellion?
	The world seeks to recreate God’s exiles in its own image. The strategy the enemy employs to deceive people is threefold:
1. Isolation- Remove the people of God from the things that hold them fast to God (reading God’s Word, fellowship with God’s people).
2. Indoctrination- Retrain the people of God to think and act like the current culture.
3. Assimilation- Make sure the people of God look like everyone else, eat like everyone else, and are pressured to indulge in the pleasures of their new surroundings.
Satan has used these schemes from the very beginning!
	In order to make the young Hebrew men “more Babylonian,” their names were changed. Here are two examples: Daniel means “God is judge.” Belteshazzar means “May Bel protect his life.” Azariah means “Whom Yahweh helps.” Abed-nego means “Servant of Nebo.” In each case the Hebrew name contains a name for the true God, and the Babylonian name contains the name of a heathen god. (from Charles Ryrie, NASB (1977))
	Now read Dan. 1:8. Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself because of his love for God and his fear of God. Some of the other young men may have thought, “What harm is there to enjoying this good food?” Here is the key: Faithfulness to God begins in small steps taken in private. Character is built by the thousands of little things you think and do, rarely from the one or two major events in your life. This passage is not so much about food as it is about faithfulness. Another key: God supplies the faithfulness He requires of His exiles.
	God uses earthly authorities to accomplish whatever He pleases, for our good and for His glory (Prov. 21:1; Rom. 8:28). Notice also that Daniel was faithful, gentle, and respectful. He had quiet confidence in our God who is in control. Daniel politely refused to compromise with the ways of the Babylonians. Jesus gave the same example, recorded in 1 Pet. 2:23. Then in Dan. 1:17 we see the Source of strength for these four lads. And they would continue to be strong until the reign of Cyrus, 70 years later. Then and now, God preserves His people.
	To sum it all up, God allows His people to be in exile. God enables His people’s faithfulness while in exile. And God makes His people useful while in exile. Why should we be at peace as we suffer in exile? Because Jesus substituted His perfect life for our sin-stained lives to bring us into His family, making us citizens of Heaven, not Babylon!

QUESTIONS:
1) What might the Babylonians have been trying to accomplish by changing the location, names, and diet of Daniel and his friends?
2) Read verses 2, 9, and 17. What do they all have in common?
3) What does Daniel 1 teach you about who God is when His people are under pressure?
4) Pastor Steve said, “Our theology shapes our behavior.” He also said, “God’s people cannot live loyally in exile unless they believe rightly about their God.” Give examples of right beliefs shaping our behavior.
5) Verse 2 talks about Nebuchadnezzar’s god. What makes a false god (idol)? What false gods do people worship today?
6) Read Phil. 1:12-13. Paul chose to obey God in spite of pain and suffering. Now read 1 Pet. 1:1-5. How then shall we live as exiles in this land?

“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” (Pollard)

    Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
    Thou art the Potter, I am the clay.
    Mold me and make me after Thy will,
    While I am waiting, yielded and still.

    Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
    Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
    Fill with Thy Spirit till all shall see
    Christ only, always, living in me.
